
Additional funding/service options for students with disabilities: 

Disability Funding/Ser
vice options 

What does it cover How much How to obtain it 

Autism FaHCSIA Diagnosed children 0-6 years old 
 
Therapy sessions with a:  
Occupational Therapy 
Speech Therapy 
Psychologist 
 
You need to access services through a 
FaHCSIA approved provider.  
 
If you exceed your $6000 threshold you 
will need to start paying via other means 
(see other funding options listed here for 
details).  
 
You can use a portion of funding to 
purchase equipment or tools used as part 
of child’s therapy. Books are not eligible.   

Up to $12,000 (Up to 
$6,000 per financial 
year) 
 

Contact Autism Victoria. Ring: 9657 1608 
or 1300 424 499 

Helping 
children with 
Autism 

Diagnosed children under 13  
 
Plan MUST be written before child’s 13th 
birthday and sessions used before 15th 
birthday 
 
A total sum of 20 therapy sessions with a  
Speech Pathologist 
Psychologist 
Occupational Therapist 

A total sum of 20 
therapy sessions 
with a  
Speech Pathologist 
Psychologist 
Occupational 
Therapist 

Contact your Pediatrician or Autism 
Victoria for more information 



Disability Funding/Ser
vice options 

What does it cover How much How to obtain it 

Learning Difficulties Learning 
Difficulties 
Clinic at 
Sunshine 
Hospital 
(Western 
Health) 

Assessment with multidisciplinary team 
Feedback and strategies for management  

Free 1. See a GP for a referral to a 
Pediatrician  
2. See a Pediatrician  
3. If your Pediatrician feels that 
further multidisciplinary involvement is 
required, a referral is made to the LD 
clinic  
4. The child’s parents and teachers 
have to complete a questionnaire each. 
When all the information is received the 
referral is presented at a clinic intake 
meeting. This meeting will determine if 
the child will be included in this program.  

5. Assessments are conducted over 
2 days at the Sunshine Hospital.  

Severe Language Disorder Western 
Special 
Assistance 
Unit  for 
Language 
(SAUL) at 
Cairnlea Park 
Primary 
School 

Students with a diagnosed severe 
language disorder of at least 2 standard 
deviations below the mean on two 
appropriate measures.  
 
Placement at the special language unite 
over a 2-3 year period  

Enrolment in primary 
school 

Ring up Cairnlea Park Primary School:  
 
Phone: 9363 1187  
Email: 
cairnlea.park.ps.sau@edumail.vic.gov.au 

  



Disability Funding/Ser
vice options 

What does it cover How much How to obtain it 

Chronic conditions including:  
- Autism/Asperger 

Syndrome 
- Intellectual Disability 
- Stuttering 
- Apraxia 
- Severe Language 

Disorder 

Enhanced 
Primary Care 
Plan (EPCP) 

Children who have a chronic condition 
(condition present for 6 months or longer) or 
have complex care needs.  
 
Covers up to a total sum of 5 visits* per 
calendar year to certain allied health 
professionals, including: 

- Speech pathologists 
- Audiologists 
- Physiotherapists 
- Occupational Therapists  

 
*Speak to your GP to get more information on 
the types of visits. 

$51.95 
rebate/session 
per calendar year 
for a total sum of 
up to 5 visits to 
certain allied 
health 
professionals, 
e.g., Speech 
Pathology 
sessions per 
calendar year 
 

E.g., for Speech Pathology Referrals: 
1) The GP decides if the student can 
or cannot qualify for the EPCP  
2) If the student qualifies, the parent 
needs to contact a Medicare 
approved Speech Pathologist to set 
up a Speech Pathology appointment.  
3) The parents will usually have to pay 

for these sessions upfront, and claim 
the rebates from Medicare when an 
invoice is sent (usually done once 
every few weeks).  

Sometimes, the GP might ask for a 
referral letter/assessment from a 
Speech Pathologist before giving the 
go ahead, but this is not mandatory. 

Down Syndrome  
Cerebral Palsy 
Fragile X  
Moderate/Greater 
Vision/Hearing 
Impairment/Deafblindness 

Better start 
for children 
with disability 

Intervention and limited assessment services 
with a range of allied health professionals, 
including: 

 speech pathologists, 
 audiologists, 
 occupational therapists, 
 physiotherapists, 
 psychologists, 

Eligible children must be registered before their 
sixth birthday and families will have until their 
child turns seven to use the early intervention 
funding. 

Up to $12,000 in 

funding for early 

intervention 

services and 

treatments for 

eligible children 

Contact the Better Start Helpline 
on 1800 778 581 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Disability Funding/Ser
vice options 

What does it cover How much How to obtain it 

Disabilities including Severe 
Language Disorder, or other 
diagnosed disabilities 
 

Carer’s 
Allowance  
OR 
Carer’s  
Payment 

For parents or carers of children under the age 
of 16 years with a disability or severe medical 
condition.  
 
Parents or carers must live in the same house as 
their dependant.  
 

Either: 

a fortnightly 

payment of 

$114.00 and 

a Health Care 

Card for the child 

or 

a Health Care 

Card for the child. 

There may also 
be other 
payments 
attached to this 
according to your 
situation. 
 
Please contact 
Centrelink for 
more 
information. 

You will need to fill out an application 
form, provide proof of identity. 
Medical professionals who can assist 
with filling out and finalising the forms 
include:  

 a legally qualified medical 
practitioner  

 an occupational therapist 
• a registered nurse  

 an Aboriginal health worker (in a 
geographically remote area), or 

• a physiotherapist 
 • a speech pathologist 
• a registered psychologist  
 
Centrelink will contact you to inform 
you if you are eligible to receive this 
allowance.  
 
Contact Centrelink for more 
information. Phone: 13 2717 

*This guide is intended to be a starting point only. Every effort has been made to ensure up to date information. However, changes might be made 

before this document is updated again. Always contact the respective associations for the most accurate and latest information.  

 *Updated by www.speechiespeaks.wordpress.com, Speech Pathologist       October 2012 
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